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The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the severa)
petitions and memorials in reference to the encouragement ol agri-
culture 1n the several counties of this State, have had the same under

- consideration, and beg leave to report—

That your committee, viewing agriculture as the mostimportant
of all human occupations, and the “foundation of all orhers, and tke
first means of all ‘human existence, and as a science becomiug more
important and more honorable. No avocation in life is more respect-
able, and none so useful or mdlspemablp as that of the farmer,

“The time has passed by when ““contempt is cast upon the husband-
man.” Agnculture is the noblest, for it is *““the natural employment
of man.” [t is the handwmaid of -all the various pursuits-of tife—
by it is the learned professmns eustanned by it 18 commerce and
manufactures kept in motion in all their numerous ramtﬁcattons' and
while other pursuits but minister to the comforts an: conveniences of
man, agticulture supplies the necessaries, the ‘indispensablés-of life,
And 33 it has:not ‘kept- pace with the other useful arts 1n the margh
of lmprovemem it requires dll our exertions and enterprise to over-
tuke the spirit of the age. *In the-other arts'of productive labor the
improvements -of ‘the’ l,ut fifty years, have been greater in amount
thaniduring the preceding century



